February 24, 2020

We should not be surprised—this
‘“‘standard” was concocted by and for
the executive branch to maximize the
President’s ability to use military
force without congressional authoriza-
tion. It does not reflect a neutral anal-
ysis of the separation of power, it has
not been tested in the courts, and it
has not been approved by Congress.

Just a few weeks ago, in this very
Chamber, we listened as the Presi-
dent’s defense lawyers argued during
the impeachment trial that steps taken
in support of the President’s reelection
are inherently in the national interest.
That was a shocking and frightening
claim in the impeachment context. But
now consider it in the context of send-
ing the men and women of our Armed
Forces into harm’s way.

Surely the Constitution does not au-
thorize the President to use force in
support of his or her reelection. Surely,
it does not. Then again, this adminis-
tration has been unable or unwilling to
identify any limits on its purported ar-
ticle II authority, any instance in
which it would concede that it needs
Congress to authorize the use of force.

Finally, I refer you to Secretary
Pompeo’s January 17, 2020, appearance
on the Hugh Hewitt radio show. While
on air, Secretary Pompeo insinuated
that the designation of the IRGC as a
foreign terrorist organization, FTO,
served as a legal basis to target IRGC
members, presumably including
Soleimani.

FTO designations are administrative
actions taken pursuant to the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act; they are
clearly not congressional authoriza-
tions for the use of military force.

Now, I was hoping that Secretary
Pompeo himself or a State Department
official on his behalf would issue a sim-
ple clarification and acknowledge what
we all know: An FTO designation has
no bearing on whether this or any ad-
ministration can use military force,
period.

I have written the Secretary on this
question, and I have posed the same
question to the State Department’s
Acting Legal Adviser. We continue to
await a response, and I must say that
the delay does not leave me with much
confidence that we will receive the
right answer.

As so clearly demonstrated by the
flimsy legal rationale advanced in rela-
tion to the Soleimani strike, we cannot
rely on this administration or any ad-
ministration to guard Congress’ pre-
rogatives over war powers.

I am hopeful that the Soleimani
strike and the Senate debate over S.J.
Res. 68 will serve as a wake-up call. 1
am hopeful that all of our colleagues in
this Chamber and in the House will
work to reassert Congress’ role over
the use of force.

We owe it to the Constitution, we
owe it to the American people, and we
owe it to the men and women who fight
and die on our behalf.
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VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent for vote No. 300 on the Nomina-
tion: Confirmation: Daniel Habib
Jorjani, of Kentucky, to be Solicitor of
the Department of the Interior. Had I
been present, I would have voted no on
the nomination.

Mr. President, I was absent for vote
No. 339 on the Amendment S. Amdt.
1209: Lee Amdt. No. 2109; To prohibit
the expenditure of certain amounts
from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund for land acquisition. Had I been
present, I would have voted no on the
amendment.

———

RECOGNIZING 175 YEARS OF
HOSPITALITY IN FRENCH LICK

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize 175 years of tourism, history,
and hospitality that the French Lick
Resort has brought to my home State
of Indiana.

In 1832, two Hoosier brothers, Thom-
as and Dr. William Bowles, purchased
1,600 acres of property near French
Lick, IN. Part of the property’s allure
was the abundant mineral springs load-
ed with Epsom salt and sulfur. As a
physician, Dr. Bowles became intrigued
by the medicinal benefits that the min-
eral springs possessed, which famously
turned into the Hoosier tonic Pluto
Water. In 1845, the brothers welcomed
their first guests after building a
unique, three-story, wood-framed
hotel.

In 1901, a small group of investors, in-

cluding former Indianapolis mayor
Tom Taggart, bought the property
from the Bowles brothers. Mayor

Taggart’s vision and political expertise
aided in the development of the hotel
and the expansion of the Monon Rail-
road from Chicago to the front en-
trance, encouraging more tourists to
‘“take to the waters.”” By 1905, the
French Link Springs Hotel had become
a grand destination, and its services
were greatly sought after by all of Indi-
ana society. Soon enough, it had
gained worldwide recognition. With the
hotel’s stunning success, Donald James
Ross, ‘“‘the Michelangelo of golf course
design” and a member of the World
Golf Hall of Fame, was hired to build
the French Lick Springs Golf Course.
In 1924, the course hosted a PGA cham-
pionship, attracting more national at-
tention and further success. By 1931,
the hotel became the unofficial head-
quarters of the national Democratic
Party and became the site for the 1931
Democratic Governor’s Conference. As
a socialite destination, numerous nota-
ble guests visited the springs, including
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Tru-
man, Ronald Reagan, John Barrymore,
and Howard Hughes.

Because of its heritage of tourism
and hospitality, in 2003 the French
Lick Springs Hotel was added to the
National Register of Historic Places—a
distinction of notable merit. In 2005,
the French Lick Springs Hotel and its
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former competitor, the West Baden
Springs Hotel, were purchased by the
Cook Group, Inc., a family-owned com-
pany headquartered in Bloomington,
IN. After a complete 1-year renovation,
the French Lick Resort was born, con-
tinuing its legacy of attracting visitors
from the around the world to Southern
Indiana with a variety of events.

The French Lick Resort and its
world-class amenities have served mil-
lions of guests and has greatly added to
the cultural history of the United
States. On behalf of the State of Indi-
ana, I wish the resort continued suc-
cess for another 175 years and beyond.

———

TRIBUTE TO BETTY COLBERT

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize Ms. Betty
Colbert on the occasion of her retire-
ment from her position as program as-
sistant for the U.S. Senate Youth Pro-
gram, USSYP, after 57 years of re-
markable service.

Ms. Colbert started working for the
USSYP during its first program in 1963
and has continued her impressive ten-
ure ever since. With her guidance, the
program has provided unparalleled edu-
cational opportunities and experiences
for countless high school students.

Her involvement with the program
started thanks to her late husband, Mr.
George Colbert, a Tuskegee airman
who served as Mr. Randy Hearst’s driv-
er while Mr. Hearst was helping to de-
velop the USSYP. Despite working full
time with the National Institutes of
Health, Ms. Colbert took leave each
year in order to devote herself to the
USSYP’s administration. A thoughtful,
giving woman, she took a hands-on ap-
proach, doing everything from taking
calls from Senate offices and the White
House to making sure each partici-
pating student got an individual flag
flown over the Capitol to recognize
their accomplishment.

The success of USSYP alumni is in
part thanks to Ms. Colbert’s tireless ef-
forts. I participate in the program
every year, including serving as co-
chair in 2019, and I can attest firsthand
to her unfailing work ethic and the
level of care she puts in to every aspect
of the USSYP.

Students, Senators, and staff mem-
bers have all bore witness to Ms.
Colbert’s extraordinary commitment
to her role. Not only does she ensure
everything runs smoothly for all in-
volved, but she also focuses on the
small details. Her driven, considerate
nature plays a significant part in giv-
ing students the most enjoyable and
transformative experience possible. Ms.
Colbert leaves behind a legacy that
will continue to positively shape the
USSYP for years to come.

I applaud her over half a century of
service and hope my colleagues will
join me in congratulating Ms. Betty
Colbert on her well-earned retirement.
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